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36th Annual Statewide Preservation Conference
“Resolve, Revolve, Evolve”
Wednesday to Saturday, May 11-14, 2016
The Michigan Historic Preservation Network (MHPN) is pleased to
announce that our 36th annual conference brings us back to Detroit.
Every year, the annual conference brings together hundreds of speakers,
members and guests from all over the state and the Midwest, and this
year we are excited to gather in the magnificent, and newly designated
National Historic Landmark, McGregor Memorial Conference Center
on the campus of Wayne State University in Midtown. The conference
runs from Wednesday through Saturday, May 11-14, 2016. As we join
our colleagues in Detroit, we look forward to exploring the future of
preservation and learning about the new approaches being employed
by preservationists and communities around the state.
The conference presents four tracks for our Basic Program on
Thursday and Friday. “Track One—Theme” showcases inspirational
projects from the host community and around the state that reflect the
conference theme. “Track Two—Information” looks at what you need
to know to make preservation work. “Track Three—Applied Skills”
presents the techniques used when working with historic properties.
“Track Four—Tours” includes the tours that introduce attendees to
the history, cultural resources, and preservation activities of the host
community. Woven throughout the conference are sessions featuring
the work of our partners around the state and the country, such as
the Michigan State Housing Development Authority’s State Historic

Detroit, Michigan

Preservation Office, the State Archaeologist, and the National Trust
for Historic Preservation.
We’re also planning many special events for the conference, including
Wednesday’s pre-conference tour featuring Michigan’s automotive
heritage, an all-conference panel discussion on Thursday morning,
and Thursday’s all-conference reception, including the Vendors’
Showcase, open to the public. The reception will be followed by our
annual walking tour and, new to the conference this year, a young
preservationists’ afterglow. Friday includes the keynote address after
lunch, at Midtown’s lovely First Congregation Church, also free and
open to the public, and closes with the always-inspirational Annual
Preservation Awards evening. On Saturday, we wrap up the conference
with a morning workshop for local historic district commissions, and a
special combination in-seat session and tour featuring twenty projects
in downtown Detroit.
The conference brochure can be viewed on the MHPN website, www.
mhpn.org early in February and will arrive in mailboxes later that month.
Our programming is accredited for continuing education credits by the
American Institute of Architecture, the American Institute of Certified
Planners, and Michigan State University’s Master Citizen Planners
Program. 

The McGregor Memorial Conference Center, setting for the 2016 MHPN Annual Conference (image courtesy of James Haefner).
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A Look Back at the 21st Annual Fall Benefit
It’s rare that we get to use a sports metaphor when describing the
work of the MHPN, but here goes: The 21st Annual Fall Benefit
hit it out of the park!
If you joined us on Saturday, October 3, you know this is fitting.
That evening, 80 friends of the MHPN gathered in the “Sky Top
Penthouse” of the superbly restored Broderick Tower as guests
of the Broderick Tower Development Team. The Broderick is
located on Grand Central Park in downtown Detroit. The 1928
Neoclassical beauty designed by Louis Kamper looks out upon
many of the high-rise landmarks built between 1890 and 1930 to
line the streets leading to the park, but it now has something extra
in its line-of-sight: Comerica Park!
It was a spectacular view from the 34th floor as evening fell.
Guests enjoyed strolling dinner fare and dessert, a hosted wine
bar, live auction, great networking, and tours of the property’s $50
million restoration as a residential, retail, office, and dining hub.

Despite the rainy evening, everyone enjoyed the fantastic views of
Comerica Park from the penthouse of the Broderick Tower
(all photographs this page courtesy of Amanda Davis).

Our generous guests helped create a memorable evening while
also supporting MHPN programming. A double play for sure! 

Bethany Berdes (standing) and Janet Kreger (seated left) served as live
auctioneers, with Stephen Kolokithas (left) introducing the necklace
he designed and MHPN President Emerita Elaine Robinson
(right) enjoying the show.

Look up! Guests marveled at the beautiful ceilings of the
Broderick Tower lobby.

Our hosts at the Broderick welcomed everyone to the benefit, from left:
Roger Lesinski, Broderick Tower Development Team; Susana Dean,
JSDA Property Management; Tanisha Warren, Broderick Tower
Management; Mike Higgins, Broderick Tower Development Team;
and Stephanie Fenton, Plante & Moran.
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Xiaohan Bao Joins Full-Time MHPN Staff
By Savannah Raus-Wuth
Xiaohan Bao is an important asset to our MHPN team. She has
been a part of the Network as an intern since February of 2012,
recently joining the staff full
time as the Historic Properties
Coordinator
in
Lansing.
Xiaohan is from Suzhou, China,
where she graduated from
Nanjing Forestry University
with a Bachelor’s Degree
in Landscape Architecture.
Suzhou is known for its historic
buildings, allowing Xiaohan to
value historic preservation from
a young age. Xiaohan’s most
recent degree is a Masters of
Social Science in Planning from
the Michigan State University
Xiaohan Bao
School of Planning, Design,
and Construction. Her combined experience and knowledge of
international historic preservation standards brings a unique and
valued perspective to MHPN.
What brings you to Lansing?
“I had the opportunity to attend a cooperation program between
the University in China where I got my Landscape Degree in
Architecture and Michigan State University, so I came to pursue my
Master’s Degree in Urban Planning here in East Lansing at MSU.”
What do you hope to accomplish in your time in Lansing?
“My original plan was to stay a few years to finish my degree and
then go back to China for employment. Things changed because one
day about three years ago, Nancy Finegood, Executive Director of
MHPN, came to speak to my Historic Preservation Course. I reached
out to her for any opportunities to work with MHPN, and was able
to start volunteering for the Network. While volunteering, it became
apparent that this was what I really enjoyed doing, working with the
Michigan Historic Preservation Network and preservation.”
“During my time in Lansing, I hope I can keep my eyes open to what
is happening in other parts of the country and the world to bring
fresh and creative concepts as well as strategies and technologies
to historic preservation in Michigan. I also hope we can continue
to create and develop our relationship with the government to
continue to preserve in Michigan and the Lansing area.”
As a preservationist, how do you reach out to people who are
not familiar with what preservation is and what it can do for a
community?
“I usually talk to everyone I meet about preservation and what
we do. If they are not familiar with preservation, I will start with
sharing my own experience and examples with historic preservation.
I start with my association with my home town of Suzhou, and
my original interest in the historic buildings and mansions there.

Suzhou is a historic city, famous for its preserved spaces. Because
all the land is owned by the government, the government is able to
control and use historic properties. The government also produces
incentives for preserving in China. This cultivated an atmosphere
of pride amongst the city, and increased tourism in the historic
districts. I am hoping Old Town will see a similar growth someday.
Old Town Lansing is a great example of how preservation can
change a community. When I first came to Old Town I fell in love
because it is so different than the rest of the city of Lansing. Most
people that I talk with are not familiar with the concept of Historic
Preservation; the reality is that most people have a relationship with
their community and its historic landscape; I share my experiences
to help them discover this.”

Xiaohan’s hometown of Suzhou, China (courtesy of Xiaohan Bao).

How do you see preservation impacting Lansing and the
surrounding areas in the next 5-10 years?
“Preservation will create a model of sustainable development and
mixed use by providing creative solutions to revitalize existing
infrastructure. For example, the Knapp’s building in downtown
Lansing which was a department store, has now been divided
into different smaller spaces that will be used as retail, office and
apartments. So they divided the original space into small spaces for
different uses. This provides an attraction for more people to visit,
work or live in this area. With good preservation incentives then
I am hoping more creative development will continue to attract
diverse groups of people to the urban area. The urban area can
become a place with a lot of activity and the historic buildings can
represent a continuum of past, present, and future.”
What is the most exciting thing you’ve found in Lansing?
“I really like the festivals in Lansing. In the summer they have a
Blues Festival, a Jazz Festival, Art Festival and Oktoberfest too.
Some of them are in Old Town and some are in downtown East
Lansing. We have music and art. The first time I visited Old Town
was at the Blues Festival, and I thought this place was so lovely; the
buildings were so different and I just loved it. The restaurants are
great here too. During lunch and dinner time, Old Town is usually
full. I visited the restaurant next to our building with a teacher often
to have lunch. We would visit Pablo’s restaurant once a month as a
group when I worked with MDOT. I thought it was awesome!” 
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Emilie Evans Honored with Aspire Award
It’s not uncommon for preservationists to work behind the scenes.
Thus it’s satisfying when someone is publicly acknowledged for
great work and, in this instance, great promise. Such is the case
with Emilie Evans, honored in November by the National Trust
for Historic Preservation and American Express with the Aspire
Award presented during the 2015 National Preservation Conference
in Washington DC. The award recognizes emerging leaders who
demonstrate innovative thinking and achievement in advancing
historic preservation in their local, state, or national communities.
Emilie was recognized for being a leading advocate for saving
legacy cities such as her adopted hometown of Detroit. She led an
unprecedented smartphone survey of 18,000 properties targeted for
blight mitigation while working as Detroit Preservation Specialist
for the MHPN, and launched Brick + Beam Detroit, a project that
brings together people reinvesting in the city. Her current work
with PlaceEconomics as director of its Rightsizing Cities Initiative
and with the Preservation Rightsizing Network’s leadership team
cements her role as an emerging leader.
“Emilie Evans’ remarkable advocacy work to help save abandoned
buildings and encourage investment to restore historic neighborhoods
affirms that [legacy] communities have immense value and are ripe
for revitalization,” said Stephanie Meeks, president of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation. We agree! 

Emilie Evans, former MHPN/NTHP Detroit Preservation Specialist and
winner of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s 2015 Aspire Award
(photo courtesy of Emilie Evans).

MHPN Awarded Moe Grant
The MHPN was recently notified that it has been awarded a grant from the Richard and Julia Moe Family Fund. The grant will help fund
Block Build, a one day event that will bring together preservation contractors, residents, and volunteers to repair and beautify five historic
homes in the Jefferson Chalmers neighborhood of Detroit. The goals of the MHPN’s demonstration project in this neighborhood, including
the Block Build, are to increase the viability of the neighborhood’s real estate market, improve the quality of life in the neighborhood, and
to create a process that MHPN and other organizations can repeat.
By targeting homes of both new homeowners and longtime residents, MHPN aims to reduce barriers to reuse and redevelopment as well
as offer a ‘living laboratory’ for the application of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation with professional guidance.
We also hope to build capacity among our many local partners and plan to continue a formal relationship with Habitat for Humanity
Detroit, training their volunteers in rehab best practices. 

Applications for MHPN 2016 Awards now available!
Did you just complete a building or landscape restoration? Do you know a worthy
preservationist or organization in your community who deserves some recognition? Then
nominate! The annual awards ceremony is the highlight of the annual conference and
brings well-deserved recognition for Michigan’s best preservation projects and people.
The application for the 2016 MHPN Awards is now available...find it attached to this
newsletter, or download it from our website. We can’t wait to see YOUR application! 
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MHPN Tours and Drinks Tea in
Historic Downtown Wayne
MHPN closed a very successful year of events with a tour and formal tea luncheon in downtown Wayne. We were hosted for the day by
Lindsey Wooten, Executive Director of Wayne Main Street, who put together a fantastic tour day for our guests.
Approximately 20 people gathered to have an insider’s look at downtown Wayne and the work of Wayne Main Street. The tour participants
ranged from a first grader to a former resident returning to his hometown for the first time in decades – and there was plenty for everyone to see. A
“victim” of urban renewal, Wayne lost approximately half of its downtown core to a reconfigured street pattern developed to simply get
motorists through Wayne as quickly as possible, rather than inviting them to stop and stay. Despite this, Wayne has a lot going for it. New
shops are going into early 20th century commercial storefronts and there are appealing Mid-Century Modern buildings, like the bank
we visited with an intriguing interior ripe for an adaptive reuse. Wayne has a great movie theater and we toured a handsome downtown
church whose congregation is deciding to get creative about attracting a new owner.
After the formal tour, tour participants returned to the Historical Museum where we were treated to a formal afternoon tea and luncheon
catered by locally owned Victoria’s Tea Salon. Lunch included tea sandwiches, scones, desserts, and a seasonal selection of teas. After
lunch, attendees got a sneak peek into downtown Wayne’s newest boutique shop, an artist market called Helium Studio. There we
learned about the impacts the Main Street program has had on the
city thus far featuring a façade improvement that is helping bring
history back to downtown Wayne, one storefront at a time. Thanks
to Lindsey, and the local volunteers, it looks like they won’t have
any trouble with their campaign, “Let’s Put Wayne on the Map.”

Wayne tour participants testify that #MichiganPlacesMatter
(photo courtesy of Elaine Robinson).
Guests tour a downtown church (photo courtesy of Elaine Robinson).

Victoria’s Tea Salon provided a delicious afternoon tea
(photo courtesy of Stanley Shelton, Jr.) .

This Mid-Century Modern bank is ripe for adaptive reuse
(photo courtesy of Stanley Shelton, Jr.).

Courtesy of Henry Ford Estate - Fair Lane

specialist, most recently as a consultant to the Mannik & Smith Michigan Stove in Detroit, the Michigan State Capitol, lightGroup of Ohio on historic resource surveys and master plan- houses at Tawas Point and Old Mackinac Point, the Cranbrook
ning projects, and for the Village of Franklin,Michigan
Michigan Historic
as its House,
Meadow Network
Brook Hall, and the Voigt House in Grand
Preservation
Non-Profit Org.
historic district consultant. Davis holds a BA from University of Rapids.
U.S. Postage
Michigan, and an MS in Historic Preservation Planning from
PAID
313 E. Grand River
Ave. Tyler, Ph.D., AICP directs the Urban and Regional
Norman
Eastern Michigan University.
Lansing, MI
Planning
Lansing, Michigan
48906 programs at Eastern Michigan University. An archiPermit No 979
tect,
planner, and educator, Tyler also serves on the Michigan
Cheryl Early, P.E. is a Michigan Technological
University517.371.8080
trained civil engineer who works as an Associate Engineer at Association of Planning Continuing Ed. Committee, the Ann
Fitzpatrick Structural Engineering in Ann Arbor, where she Arbor Street Exhibit program board, and is a founding member
works on projects of all sizes and types. Early also worked for of the Ann Arbor Preservation Alliance.
the Alpena County Road Commission; is a former presenter at
MHPN's annual conference and before the AIA, and guest-lec- Elaine Robinson was elected to lead MHPN's board as its new
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President; Janet Kreger, Melissa Milton-Pung, and Nancy
Thompson were elected respectively to the offices of V.
President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
At it's meeting on July 8, 2008, MHPN's Executive Committee
also appointed the following to its Board to fill out the rest of
the 2008-09 term: Julie Courtney, Assistant Coordinator, Main
Street Oakland County program and staff to Oakland County's
Historic Preservation program; Ruth Mills, MA, MS, a historian and architectural historian with Quinn Evans Architects in
Ann Arbor; Lisa Nuszkowski, Chief of Staff for Michigan
House Majority Floor Leader Steve Tobocman; and Richard
Hosey, Sr. Vice President, Bank of America. Hosey originates
and closes investments in Historic and New Market Tax Credits.
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To join MHPN, get more information about
our organization and its activities,
and to see a list of upcoming events, please
go to our website at

Stan Dyl, Frank Pompa, Steve Jones, Marla Collum, Denise
Leach, and Ken Gold retired from MHPN's board this year -and we will miss them all!

www.MHPN.org

The Fair Lane Estate, Dearborn, was the site of the MHPN
Annual Awards presentions during the MHPN 28th Annual
Conference, May, 2008.
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Michigan Historic Preservation Network
2016 Preservation Awards
The Michigan Historic Preservation Network is now accepting nominations for the 2016 Preservation Awards. The
Awards Program will be held during the MHPN Annual Michigan Preservation Conference in Detroit, May 13, 2016.
Submission deadline: 5 PM, Wednesday, February 17, 2016.
You are invited to submit nominations for awards in the following categories:
Building Award

Awarded to an outstanding building preservation project completed within the past three years.
The project may be restoration or rehabilitation, must include exterior rehabilitation work and may
also involve interior work.

Tax Credit Project Award

Awarded to an outstanding building preservation project completed within the past three years that
included qualified use of federal and/or state tax credit programs. The project may be restoration
or rehabilitation, must include exterior rehabilitation work and may also involve interior work.

Cultural Landscape Award

Awarded to an outstanding cultural landscape preservation project completed in the last three
years. Cultural landscapes can include a wide range of places ranging from gardens, parks,
heritage areas or corridors, scenic byways and thousand-acre rural landscapes, to quaint
homesteads and front yards. The nominated project should be a restoration of an existing historic
landscape or the preservation of a landscape of historical or cultural significance.

Preservation Gem Award

Awarded to an outstanding preservation project completed within the last three years that includes
restoration or rehabilitation of an element of a building, or of a structure or an object: for example,
a front porch, major window rehabilitation, single interior room, commercial facade, theater
marquee or similar building element, or of a structure or object, or other project that does not
include a complete building or landscape rehabilitation.

Citizen Award

Awarded to an outstanding individual who, through personal effort and/or involvement in historic
preservation projects, has made a significant contribution to the preservation of Michigan's
heritage.

Community Award

Awarded to a community; i.e. neighborhood association, business preservation group, historical
society, etc., that has engaged in a comprehensive plan for historic preservation related projects.

Government/
Institution Award

Awarded to agencies, cities and/or institutions who by their actions have accomplished significant
positive changes in the historic preservation climate and activity in the State of Michigan.

JUDGING CRITERIA
These awards are evaluated by the Awards Committee, made up of members of the current Michigan Historic Preservation Network
Board and emeriti members, which will review the nominations for the degree to which the building, citizen, community, tax credit
project, cultural landscape, or government/institution has:
1)
2)
3)
4)

adhered to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, where applicable (the Standards
are available at http://www.nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide/); and
made a positive impact on historic preservation in their/its community or the State as a whole; and
affected other communities, projects or individuals; and
been deemed a success locally and/or statewide.

The jury will evaluate each nomination on its individual merit. In the case of rehabilitation of existing structures, awards will be given
for outstanding examples in which the integrity of the historic structures is retained or restored and in which alterations or additions
are appropriate and the historic context is respected. The jury reserves the right to make multiple awards, or no award, in each
category, and to nominate projects it deems worthy of awards.

Michigan Historic Preservation Network
2016 Preservation Awards
NOMINATION PROCEDURES
Please read the judging criteria, above, and follow the directions below carefully, as they have recently changed.
All award submissions must be in digital format. Do not send paper copies of submission materials. If you are submitting multiple
nominations, please submit a separate nomination and supporting documentation for each nomination. Multiple nominations may be
submitted in separate folders. Nominations may be submitted on a flash drive or CD/DVD sent to the MHPN office at the address
below. Submissions may also be in the form of a link to an online file sharing site (such as Dropbox); however, submitters assume the
risk if the files are unable to be downloaded or if access to the file sharing system is unavailable (see submission instructions below).
Required Documentation for all Submissions
Nominee Data and Contact Information
Building, Tax Credit, Cultural Landscape, or Preservation Gem Award
Please provide the following information in Word format:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

The award category for which the project is being nominated. Building and Tax Credit Award nominations must
indicate if the project was residential or non-residential (commercial, institutional, etc).
The official name of the building, landscape or project (i.e. “Borden Creamery Building” or “Michigan Theatre
Cupola Restoration”), and its address/location.
Contact information (address, phone, email) for the official representative of the building or project (typically
building owner or developer). This should be the official contact person to be notified in the event the project is
selected for an award.
The person submitting the nomination, including full contact information (organization, address, phone, email).
Names, addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses of two reference contacts who may be contacted for
additional information.
Contact persons, addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses for major project partners including, where
applicable, owner, developer, architect(s), general contractor, specialty contractors or consultants, and/or others who
contributed to the success of the project.

Citizen, Community, or Government/Institution Award
Please provide the following information in Word format:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

The award category in which the person or organization is being nominated.
The name of the person or organization being nominated
The project or achievement for which the person or organization is being nominated (e.g. “Implementing a
Preservation Plan” or “Her Preservation Activism in Ann Arbor, Michigan”). The phrase should be no more than 1012 words in length.
The name of the community or communities in which the project or achievement took place.
Contact information (address, phone, email) for the person or organization being nominated. For an organization,
this should include the name of an official contact person who will be notified in the event the organization is
selected for an award.
The person or organization submitting the nomination, including full contact information (organization, address,
phone, email). A submission by an organization should include the name of an official contact person.
Names, addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses of two reference contacts who may be called for
additional information.

Nomination Narrative, Photographs, and Supporting Documentation
1.
2.
3.

A minimum 500 word, maximum 1500 word narrative describing the project, or the achievement for which the
person or organization is being nominated, in Word format. See specific category requirements for narrative below.
A minimum of 10-12 good quality (300 dpi) photographs in TIFF or JPEG format. Photographs must be
submitted as individual TIFF or JPEG files. See specific category requirements below.
A maximum of ten supporting documents may be submitted to support the nomination narrative, but may not
replace the narrative. Supporting documents may include letters of support, news articles, brochures, etc.

Michigan Historic Preservation Network
2016 Preservation Awards
Specific Category Requirements
Building, Tax Credit, Cultural Landscape, or Preservation Gem Award: The narrative should include the building or
landscape size, age, style and history of use, the building/landscape owner and tenants, the work done, financing (information
on financing is required for Tax Credit Award nominations), local or state assistance received, and any other special design
considerations. Describe how the project met the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. Photographs MUST show both
before and after conditions; historic images are strongly encouraged.
Citizen Award: The narrative should note organizations of which the nominee is a member, tenure or leadership positions
held, and a list of accomplishments in historic preservation that were directly attributable to the nominee. Supporting
documentation such as media articles or support letters are very helpful in this category. Photographs should include a
closeup (head and shoulders) shot of the nominee and other relevant images related to the person’s achievements.
Community Award: The narrative should include the goals of the community or association, etc. and how these goals were
accomplished. Supporting documentation may include listings of public hearings or other informational meetings held, lists
of publications distributed with copies attached, and before and after photographs of community rehabilitation projects, as
applicable.
Government/Institution Award: The narrative should include detailed documentation showing the government or
institution’s accomplishments and/or involvement in historic preservation-related activities, including photographs of
relevant projects.
OPTIONAL: If desired, applicants may, in addition, submit a single PDF file that includes the nomination data, narrative, and
photographs. However, this PDF does not replace the submission requirements to provide all data/narrative in Word format, and all
photos as individual files in either TIFF or JPEG format.

If you are unsure of what category your nomination might fall under, or if you have any other questions regarding the nomination
procedure, please contact the Awards committee chair, Ruth Mills, at ruthmills@gmail.com.
Supporting materials/media are not returnable. Submission of photographs and all other material authorizes the Michigan Historic
Preservation Network to use them for judging and award presentation, and to publish such material in the course of its activities.

Mailing and Delivery
All nominations should be mailed/delivered to:
Michigan Historic Preservation Network, 313 E. Grand River Ave., Lansing, MI 48906
If you wish to check that your submission was received on time, please contact the MHPN office directly at 517-371-8080.
Electronic submissions: Please send link and download instructions to ruthmills@gmail.com. DO NOT EMAIL SUBMISSION
MATERIALS DIRECTLY TO THIS ADDRESS. Ms. Mills will confirm download of the documents as soon as possible.

Deadline
Nominations are due by 5 PM, Wednesday, February 17, 2016.
Incomplete or late nominations will not be considered. Nominations may be resubmitted in the following year.

