A Note from the Director
May is Preservation Month!
While it might be a little different than years past, great
opportunities abound to discover and promote historic
preservation and experience many of Michigan’s historic
places.
MHPN has put together a series of webinars to help you learn
more about historic preservation and the tools of the trade.
In addition, many other groups are offering webinars, on
demand training opportunities, and free online publications
for the month of May. You can find a list of these and other
resources in our Planning for Preservation resources list (see
link below) and by visiting our calendar.
And we encourage you to get out (as safe), explore your own
historic neighborhoods, and discover the many things that
really make your Michigan community special. What has been
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preserved that maintains your neighborhood’s character?
What stories need to be told? What important places need
attention and protection? May is an excellent time to plan your next preservation activity, be it a
research project, a new designation, a building rehabilitation, or promotion of your local historic
places.
You can also travel the State virtually, experience a number of great historic places, and plan that
next Michigan vacation! Below, we provide links to a number of locations with online tours.
Historic preservation provides many reasons to celebrate. Take the month of May to do just that!

MHPN and the Detroit Land
Bank Authority Partner to Rehab
Historic Houses
On May 6, 2020, the Michigan Historic Preservation
Network (MHPN) and Detroit Land Bank Authority (DLBA)
signed a partnership to rehab five homes in the Russell
Woods Historic District in Detroit. We are really excited
about this partnership and the benefits it will bring to the
neighborhood.
Click here to learn more!

Registration Re-Opens for
MHPN's 40th Annual
Statewide Preservation
Conference
Kalamazoo in the Fall
September 20-23, 2020
Kalamazoo, Michigan
"Preservation on the Frontline"
On-line registration opens Monday, May 11 here, or use a printable registration form found
here.
While the brochure still says May, it is a great place to find details on everything from who's
speaking, to where to park, and information about special events. The popular "Schedule-AtA-Glance" serves as the centerfold of the brochure and reflects the new conference dates.
Find it here.
We look forward to seeing you in Kalamazoo in September!

MHPN Joins Kroger
Community Rewards
Program
The Kroger Community Rewards
Program provides a great opportunity for
Kroger shoppers to give back to their
favorite non-profit organizations. Once
signed up, a percentage of spending will
be shared with MHPN each year. We
greatly appreciate Kroger's commitment
to local organizations that enrich our
communities and look forward to this
partnership. Interested in helping out MHPN every time you fill your pantry? Go to
www.Kroger.com, log-in or create an account, and search for MHPN by name or by code
(SW627).

Travel Michigan
(Virtually) from
Home!
We miss the many great historic places
throughout our state. As we stay home
and stay safe, many of these places are
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entering the virual space to keep us
company! Check out this list of virtual
trips you can take today.

MHPN Webinars
Learn about historic preservation
principles and activities throughout the
state from the comfort of your home!
Follow our social media and website for
more information. Register at the links
below today!
May 21, 1 pm- So you Want to Designate
an Old Property?
May 28, 1pm - The Michigan Historic Tax
Credit: Will it Pass? How Does it Work?
These webinars are supported by the
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural
Affairs.

Missed a Webinar?
Thank you to our past webinar participants! Even if you missed one, we want to share some
resources with you.
Planning for Preservation Resource Document
Community Preservation and the Certified Local Government Program Recording

Starkweather Memorial Chapel Receives 2020 MAF
Evans Graham Preservation Award
Congratulations are in order for Ypsilanti's Starkweather Memorial Chapel! This building,
located in the historic Highland Cemetery, received the Michigan Architectural Foundation's
Evans Graham Preservation Award. This award provides $10,000 in funding to go towards
the restoration of the structure. Read more about this exciting project here.

Exterior of Starkweather Memorial Chapel
(Courtesy of Barry LaRue)

Interior of Starkweather Memorial Chapel
(Courtesy of Barry LaRue)

Preservation In the News
"Preservation Advocates Ask Congress to Support Cultural Infrastructure" Kara
Mavros, May 1, 2020, Architectural Record
"High Waters in the Great Lakes Reveal Two Centuries-Old Shipwrecks" Alex
Fox, April 30, 2020, Smithsonian Magazine
"Plans still under way to save Moores Park Pool" Kyle Kaminski, May 5 2020,
Lansing City Pulse
"Michigan is Collecting Coronavirus Story; Submit Yours" Casey Warner, May
3, 2020, Up North Voice
"15 Free Historical Coloring Books and Pages to Download" Emma Peters,
April 23, 2020, National Trust for Historic Preservation website
"Building a more inclusive workplace culture: Building Cooperatively; Gabrielle
Knox, Alex Moore, Chloe Songalewski" Allison Torres Burtka, April 13, 2020,
Crain's Detroit Business

Upcoming Grant Deadlines
May 14, 2020: Michigan Humanities Organizations Pandemic Emergency Grants
(H.O.P.E)
June 1, 2020: Michigan Preservation Fund through the National Trust for Historic
Preservation (Link to our webinar recording discussing application process here)
June 1, 2020, 5pm EST: Michigan Council on Arts and Cultural Affairs

Membership Renewal: Support MHPN!
Has your membership lapsed? Or are you not yet a member? Join us in our mission to
advocate for Michigan's historic places to contribute to our economic vitality, sense of place,
and connection to the past today!
The postponement of our annual conference created a financial hardship for MHPN. This
compromises our ability to continue pressing for reinstatement of the Michigan Historic
Preservation Tax Credit. Your state legislators need to hear from us that passage of Michigan
Senate Bill 54/House Bill 4100 will provide the kind of proven economic stimulus all our
communities need as we start recovering from this global pandemic. Please go to our website
and make a gift! Thank you!

COVID-19 Resources
Cultural Advocacy Network of Michigan
Michigan Museums Association
Michigan Downtown Association (For Downtown Managers)
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