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We most often think of being “on the frontline” in 
terms of conflict. Preservationists understand this 
but don’t relish being adversarial. While we’re 
ready to act in the face of a challenge, we’d rather 

be proactively preserving important properties, networking and building 
knowledge and skills, and engaging new partners who recognize, as we 
do, that preservation is a common good with big local and state benefits. 

Fortunately, there are other meanings to being 
on the frontline.

A frontline can be your “first-string,” the one 
that moves the newest and best ideas from 
thought to action. Michigan preservationists 
are reclaiming traditional downtowns and 
neighborhoods. In addition to being appealing 
to both young professionals and retirees–and 
everyone in between–these places are cultural 
centers for their regions, heritage tourism 
destinations, economic jump-starters, and 
authentic, walkable spaces full of Michigan 
character. Design and sustainability professionals 
have firmly connected preservation with the 
Green Movement and LEED ratings, proving 
that old buildings can be top-notch energy 
savers. Smart adaptive reuse is flourishing. A 
former department store becomes a business 
incubator, a gas station becomes a pharmacy, the 
high school becomes much-needed housing.

Additional “first-string” efforts are everywhere. 
We’re in the midst of discovering an entirely 
new generation of historic buildings–the 
Mid-Century Moderns–that we can spare 
from the cycle of public disinterest and loss by 
grasping their importance now. Archaeologists 
are using cutting-edge technologies such as 
LiDAR that measures distances with laser light, 
that, when teamed with close-range digital 
photogrammetry, captures details that vastly 
expand interpretation. The philosophical 
underpinnings to the preservation movement  

are increasingly compelling. We’ve all known 
that “old places” exist at a human scale that 
fosters social engagement and diversity, 
understandable governmental planning at 
a smaller scale, and reinvestment with an 
enormous ripple effect. Now scholars and 
analysts are proving it.   

Best of all, a definition of frontline is “first-
rate.” That’s where this conference comes 
in. Every year for 40 consecutive years, the 
MHPN has brought together the best state 
and regional preservationists as well as national 
front-liners who put our efforts into perspective. 
Whether you’re coming to Kalamazoo from 
one of Michigan’s Legacy Cities with rust-
belt challenges, from a smaller town or city 
looking to redefine its future or keep a healthy 
resurgence going, or from a fragile shoreline, 
rural, or agricultural community that faces 
constant development pressure, it’s worth 
coming together to talk things through. 

Bring YOUR best frontline thinking to 
Kalamazoo in May.
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