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1. Name

historic ~ J.H. Moores.Memorial Natatorium
S o

s

and or common Moores Park Pool

2. Location

. ¢
street & number 2700 Moores River Drive—

city, town Lansing N/A vicinity of

X__not for publication

state Michigan code 26 county Tnoham code (065
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public X occupied agriculture _museum
____ building(s) ____ private _ unoccupied commercial X park
_X_structure . both work in progress _ educational __ private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible _ entertainment —_ religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
___ being considered X yes: unrestricted __ industrial . transportation
N/A no _ military ___ other:
4. Owner of Property
name City of Lansing, Parks and Recreation Department
street & number  City Hall
city, town Lansing N/Avicinity ot state Michigan

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ingham County Register of Deeds

street & number Tngham County Courthouse

city, town Mason

state Michigan

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titleMichigan State Survey Data

dage . 2E)

depository for survey records Michigan History Division

Lansing

city, town

has this property been determined gligjb!e?

federal X

sta

X, yes

county

noc
state local

te Michigan



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
X excellent ___ deteriorated unaltered X original site
_ good ___ruins X altered . moved ' date ol .
_ fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The J.H. Moores Memorial Natatorium (commonly known as the Moores
Park Pool) is located at the eastern edge of Moores Park in Lansing

near the south bank of the Grand River. The pool is an ellipsidal-
plan, above-ground structure with pumphouse, showers, lockerrooms,
ete.,, located along the periphery of the pool wall. The pool is
constructed of reinforced concrete and has a rubble-stone facade.

The pool is built into a hillside which slopes down toward the west.
The axis of the pool runs east and west, The entrance facade--at
the narrow end of the structure--faces west. The structure

contains two levels: an upper level formed by the deck which
surrounds the pool itself and a lower level comprising the interior
space beneath the pool deck. The outer wall of the structure is
faced with unsplit stone. The entrances to the structure's interior
are on the west and consist of two pairs of blue-painted metal
doors.

A plaque to the left of the doors lists the Lansing Public Park
Commissioners and reads "DESIGN SUPERVISED BY W, BINTZ, CITY
ENGINEER, SWIMMING POOL DESIGNS, 1922." A plaque to the right of
the doors reads "J,H. MOORES MEMORIAL NATATORIUM. A.D. 1922,"

The original windows on the exterior walls were long ago filled with
concrete blocks and then were faced with stucco in 1980 when the
entire structure was renovated. Projecting from the walls of the
Structure on each side of the entranceway is a large concrete
decorative console para:pet. Lamp standards on square pedestals
form the entrances.

A balustrade of reinforced concrete construction surrounds the upper
deck. Fourteen concrete lamp standards with frosted glass globes
(plexiglass is now used) rise above the balustrade at regular
intervals. The deck, which is approximately fifteen feet wide, runs
around the periphery of the pool and is constructed of reinforced
concrete. Two stairways leading from the pool deck to the interior
are located at the east end. The pool's greatest depth is twelve
feet at the west end; its shallowest depth, at the east end, is
thirty-two inches.

The pool is built on sloping ground. Bleachers were built on the
hillside above the pool's east end, and a stone walkway/staircase
runs from the pool entrance around the pool structure's north side,
through the center of the bleachers, and up to the street at the top
of the bank. The ground at the west end of the pool is terraced and
has a stone retaining wall., A modern handicapped access ramp was
installed on the southwest side of the structure in 1980.
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The interior of the pool structure is symmetrical, with men's
facilities on the south and women's on the north. On each side of a

central office, located at the west entrance, are a storage roon,
staff room, locker room, dry toilet, showers, wet toilet, and a
stairway leading to the deck, The pumping and filtering mechanisms
occupy the east end of the interior. Interior surfaces are of
concrete block and cement.

The structure was sensitively upgraded in 1980 by the City of
Lansing and continues to serve in its original capacity. The work
done at that time included replacement of the plumbing and
mechanical systems and fixtures, repair of the concrete work,
including repair of sections of the concrete railings, construction
of a barrier-free accessway to the pool deck, fabrication of a new
iron railing (to duplicate a battered old one) which separates the
deck from the bleacher area, and covering of the cement-block window
infill with a thin stucco veneer,



Lok

8. Significance

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

i d * . . s
Pe":renistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture rel.|goon
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation lgw science
1500-1599 ___ agriculture economics . literature scu!ptgre
1600-1699 architecture education mlm_ary : socaaI‘A _
1700-1799 art X engineering ... music humanitarian
18001899 commerce exploration settlement __ philosophy __ theater :
icati i litics government _ transportation
X 1900~ communications industry SHEAL o g '
' invention _ other (specify)

Specific dates 1923 Builder Architect Wesley Bintz, Architegt/Engéneer

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The J.H. Moores Memorial Natatorium is significant as the prototype
of the "Bintz Pool" designed and patented by Wesley Bintz. The pool
is also significant for its association with J. Henry Moores, a
wealthy Michigan lumberman and philanthropist who played a vital
role in the development of Lansing's public park system.

J. Henry Moores came to Lansing in 1865 as a young man. Through
real estate, lumbering activities in the northern part of Michigan's
lower peninsula, and his interests in the Lansing Wheelbarrow
Company, which became one of the city's largest firms in the late
nineteenth century, Moores became one of Lansing's wealthiest
businessmen,

Moores donated a great deal of his personal resources to the
creation of a public park system in Lansing., He conveyed the 1land
which became Moores Park to the city of Lansing in 1908. Moores
Specified in the deed that the property be used solely for park
purposes, that it always be named "Moores Park," and that no
intoxicating beverages be used or sold on the property. He
personally supervised the park's development and in 1911 conveyed
more land to the city of Lansing, increasing the size of Moores Park

to twenty-two acres., It is the second oldest public park in
Lansing.

The J.H. Moores Memorial Natatorium was constructed at the east end
of the park with funds provided for that purpose by Moores' estate.
The pool was built by the City of Lansing Engineering Department
when Wesley Bintz was City Engineer, After receiving degrees in
engineering from the University of Michigan in 1916 and 1918, Bintz
worked for the city engineer's office in Flint, where he designed
and built two publiec Swimming pools. One, the Kearsley Park Pool,
survives, but was long ago closed and filled in. Shortly thereafter
he came to Lansing to work for the city engineer's office and after
about eighteen months he became the city engineer, Bintz served for
one year in that capacity; during that time he designed the J.H.
Moores Natatorium (Moores Park Pool). He resigned from his position
as city engineer in 1923 in order to devote his career exclusively
to swimming pool designs,



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Iinventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number 8 Page |

The Moores Park Pool is the prototype of what became known as the
"Bintz Pool," an ovoid, entirely above ground structure containing
locker and shower rooms and pumping and filtering equipment below
the deck which surrounds the pool itself., The Bintz pool was
especially suited to the needs of urbanized areas and could be
designed to accomodate large numbers of users. Thus the type found
wide acceptance across the United States and hundreds were built in
the 1920's, 1930's, and 1940's in places as far distant as Rutland,
Vermont, Johnson City, New York, Rockford, Illinois, and
Montevideo, Minnesota.

The Moores Park Pool has been used each season, with the exception
of 1980 when the structure was renovated, since 1923. On the
twenty-fifth anniversary of its dedication (September 1, 1948), the
Parks and Recreation Department estimated that the pool had an
average of 21,000 users each year.



9. Major Bibliographical References

éity of Lansing Park History (unpublished), n.d., Compiled by Lansing Parks and

Recreation Department. :
"Council Taps Southside Fund to Fix Moores Pool," State Journal (Lansing), (May2l, 1980)

"Federal Grant for Moores Pool Ok'd," State Journal (Lansing), (February 26, 1980).

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _About 2 acres

Quadrangle name __Lansing South Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UTM References
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Verbal St;i;;dary description and iustificationwTgé;;&f{ Ormeoores Park east of a N'ly
continuation of the W line of the Moores Park School property. Includes
the pool; terrace to W; and walk, seating to N and E; and small wooded area
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code  county : __code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

namattie . JeMi David.

organizetion:  Resburgelinpialiale; dmnc. S, gale Aptaly 190k

stet & number 233 Winslow Road _ telephone 812-334-0303
city or town Bloomington state Indiana

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

i, 9 national . state . local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 2?/) bkl 777 . W

title Director, Michigan History Division date sy /¢

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: e
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 0 - 419-311
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Grainger, E. Helen. Pictorial Lansing: Great City on the Grand. Lansing, Michigan:
Wellman Press Inc., 1976

"Park Pool is 25 Years Old Today," State Journal, (Lansing), (September 1, 1948).
"Pen Portrait," State Journal , (Lansing), (July 13, 1958)

Chapman Bres. Portrait and Biographical Album of Ingham and Livingston
Counties, Michigan, Chicago: 1891 pp. 801-802 on J.H. Moores
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WASC Form - 177
{“R” June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIOMAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Moores, J. H., Memorial Natatorium
Ingham County
MICHIGAN

] resubmission
[] nomination by person or local government
] owner objection

NOV 28 1984
Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date: .

Date Due: £2/27/FS — ¥/2/58

Action: ____ ACCEPT o1 %
_«—RETURN__ /27 3 ~&¢
___REJECT

Federal Agency:

[ appeal
Substantive Review: ] sampie [ request [J appeal [TJ NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date »
see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: _‘Xtechni.cal corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Ciassification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? ] yes [ no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
(] excetient [_] deteriorated [T unattered £ original site
[l good [ ruins [ attered [ movea  date
[ fair [ unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

(] summary paragraph
[] completeness

[ clarity

[ alterations/integrity
[ dates

[] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

(] summary paragraph

(] completeness

] clarity

(] applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
(] context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

1 other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification /’M M vB8D o e e R T
Z /{,41/-4-) MEW.‘L‘ P ML/ M ,‘,‘__"10 %

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
] Maps

] Photographs
(] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

e V. . ;
Signed i e s :}‘(Q’(/"‘/ Date L2273 =S Phone: 203 /)—54%"3

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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1. Name

historic J.H.Jf_Moores)Memorial Natatorium

and'or common Moores Park Pool

2. Location

street & nurmber »2]0(7)71_\1921:9?%3@@1- Drl.;av-e—- 0 st i il i 1 _X_ not tor publication
cltydowstlmauns. oLy 3 (Rl ook
state Michigan code 26 county  Tpoham code (65
- - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
- district _ X public X__ occupied - agriculture - museum
— building(s) _____ private —. unoccupied - commercial X _ park
...... X structure Lot . work in progress - educational - private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious
— object -~ in process . yes: restricted . government __ scientific
______ being considered R yes: unrestricted — industrial .. transportation
N/A SN n . military —__other:

4. Owner of Property
name City of Lansing, Parks and Recreation Department it S PR PR
street & number  City Hall o
city, town Lansing N/Avicinity of state Michigan
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ingham County Register of Deeds AW
street & number Tnghafn-County Courthouse H s
city, town Mason state Michigap
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Michigan State Survey Data _has this property been determined eligible? 7X yes .. no
date 1983 . federal “X—;ﬁt,aff, . county local

depository for survey records Mich igan History Division

city, town Lansﬂing 7 A __state Michigan

e s s vengsi e A



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_ X excellent ___ deteriorated _____ unaltered X  original site

___good .. ruins X aitered o - moveds fiiidaten inibng diiv il 3
Lo taln ____ unexposed J

Describe the present and original (if k

nown) physical appearance

The J.H. Moores Memorial Natatorium (commonly known as the Moores
Park Pool) is located at the eastern edge of Moores Park in Lansing

near the south bank of the Grand River. The pool is an ellipsidal -
plan, above-ground structure with pumphouse, showers, lockerrooms,
etc., located along the periphery of the pool wall. The pool is
constructed of reinforced concrete and has a rubble-stone facade.

The pool is built into ahillside which slopes down toward the west.
The axis of the pool runs east and west. The entrance facade--at
the narrow end of the structure--faces west. - The structure

contains two levels: an upper level formed by the deck which
surrounds the pool itself and a lower level comprising the interior
space beneath the pool deck. The outer wall of the structure &S
faced with unsplit.stone. . The entrances to the structure's interior
are on the west and consist of two pairs of blue-painted metal
doors.

A plaque to the left of the doors lists the Lansing Public Park
Commissioners and reads "DESIGN SUPERVISED BY W. BINTZ, CITY
ENGINEER, SWIMMING POOL DESIGNS, 1922." A plaque to the right of
the doors reads "J.H. MOORES MEMORIAL NATATORIUM., A.D. 1922."

The original windows on the exterior walls were long ago filled with
concrete blocks and then were faced with stucco in 1980 when the
entire structure was renovated. Projecting from the walls of tthe
structure on each side of the entranceway is a large concrete
decorative console para:pet. Lamp standards on square pedestals
form the entrances, y '

A balustrade of reinforced concrete construction surrounds the upper
deck. Fourteen concrete lamp standards with frosted glass globes
(plexiglass is now used) rise above the balustrade at regular
intervals. The deck, which 1is approximately fifteen feet wide, runs
around the periphery of the pool and is constructed of reinforced
concrete. Two stairways leading from the pool deck to the interior
are located at the east end. The pool's greatest depth is twelve
feet at the west end; its shallowest depth, at the east end, is
thirty-two inches. ; TG

The pool is built on sloping ground, Bleachers were built on the
hillside above the pool's east end, and a stone walkway/staircase
runs from the pool entrance around the pool structure's north side,
through the center of the bleachers, and up te the street at the top

of the bank. The ground at the west end of the pool is terraced and
has a stone retaining wall. A modern handicapped access ramp Wwas

installed on the southwest side of the structure in 1980.
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The interior of the pool structure is symmetrical, with men's
facilities on the south and women's on the north. On each side of a

central office, located at the west entrance, are a storage roon,
staff room, locker room, dry toilet, showers, wet toilet, and a
stairway leading to the deck. The pumping and filtering mechanisms
occupy the east end of the interior. Interior surfaces are of
concrete block and cement.

The structure was sensitively upgraded in 1980 by the Gityiof
Lansing and continues to serve in its original capacity. The work
done at that time included replacement of the plumbing and
mechanical systems and fixtures, repair of the concrete work,
including repair of sections of the concrete railings, construction
of a barrier-free accessway to the pool deck, fabrication of a new
iron railing (to duplicate a battered old one) which separates the

deck from the bleacher area, and covering of the cement-block window
infill with a thin stucco veneer.



8. Significance

i Areas of Significance—Check and justify below i
pe"";:;:‘ehistoric archeolggy-prehistoric _ community planning ___ landscape architecture rel.lgoon
1400-1499 __ archeology-historic conservation s, lf-:w ... science
1500-1599 . agriculture ____economics _.. literature T scu!pture
1600-1699 . architecture . education . military .. -social/ ol
1700-1799 art X _ engineering . music humanitarian
_1800-1899 _ commerce __exploration/settiement ____ philosophy . theater .
X7-1900~ __communications _industry .. politics/government ~_m,transponat[on
. invention S B ___ other (specify)
Specific dates 1923 ’ Builder/Architect Wgs ley BJ.ntz_, A::—cfhl_t?~<:‘ti /Engmeer Gk

Statement of Signiﬁc’a‘hce (in one paragraph)

The J.H. Moores Memorial Natatorium is significant as the prototype
of the "Bintz Pool" designed and patented by Wesley Bintz. The pool
is also significant for its association with J. Henry Moores, a
wealthy Michigan lumberman and philanthropist who played a vital
role in the development of Lansing's public park system.

J» 'Henry Moores came to Lansing in 1865 as .a young man. Through '
real estate, lumbering activities in the northern part of Michigan's
lower peninsula, and his interests in the Lansing Wheelbarrow
Company, which became one of the city's largest firms in the late
nineteenth century, Moores became one of Lansing's wealthiest
businessmen.

Moores donated a great deal of his personal resources to the
creation of a public park system in Lansing. He conveyed the land
which became Moores Park to the city of Lansing in 1908. Moores
specified 'in the deed that the property be used solely for park
purposes, that it always be named "Moores Park," and that no
intoxicating beverages be used or sold on the property.  "He
personally supervised the park's development and in 1911 conveyed
more land to the city of Lansing, increasing the size of Moores Park

to twenty-two acres. It is the second oldest public park in
Lansing. ! ¥

The J.H. Moores Memorial Natatorium was constructed at the east end
of the park with funds provided for that purpose by Moores' estate,
The pool was built by the City of Lansing Engineering Department
when Wesley Bintz was City Engineer, After receiving degrees in
engineering from the University of Michigan in 1916 and 1918, Bintz
worked for the city engineer's office in Flint, where he designed
and built two public swimming pools. One, the Kearsley Park Pool,
survives, but was long ago closed and filled in. Shortly thereafter
he came to Lansing to work for the city engineer's office and after
about eighteen months he became the city engineer., Bintz served for
one year in that capacity; during that time he designed the "J.H."
Moores Natatorium (Moores Park Pool). He resigned from his position
as city engineer in 1923 in order to devote his career exclusively
to swimming pool“designs.



9. Major Bibliographical References

City of Lansing Park History (unpublished), n.d., Compiled by Lansing Parks and
Recreation Department.

"Council Taps Southside Fund to Fix Moores Pool," State Journal (Lansing), (May21l, 1980)
"Federal Grant for Moores Pool Ok'd," State Journal (Lansing), (February 26, 1980).

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _About | ’/ acres

Quadrangle name __ Lansing South Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justmcahon That bart ot Moofés Park east of a N'ly

continuation of the W line of the Moores Park School property. Includes
the pool; terrace to W; and walk, seating to N and E; and small wooded area
to N. Tract is about 300' E-W and 250' N-S as shown on map. UTM for pool

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries itself.
state  N/A ool oeounty o e code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title  J.M. Davis

organization Resource Analysts Inc. date April, 1984
street & number 233 Winslow Road telephone  812-334-0303
city or town Bloomington state Indiana

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

. 4] nauonal SRy state local

As the desngnated State Historic Preservation Omcer for the National Hlstorlc Preservatlon Act of 1966 (Pubhc Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature W/) beldgm J777 W

titte Director, Michigan History Division date /s /¢
/,/ff

For NPS use only
| hereby cermy that this property is included in the National Regnster

/7([‘&50%@ ; s el date ///*//55”1

-Néepér of the Natlonal Reguster

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 O - 419-311
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The Moores Park Pool is the prototype of what became known as the
"Bintz Pool," an ovoid, entirely above ground structure containing
locker and shower rooms and pumping and filtering equipment below
the deck which surrounds the pool itself. The Bintz pool was
especially suited to the needs of urbanized areas and could be
designed to accomodate large numbers of users. Thus the type found
wide acceptance across the United States and hundreds were built in
the 1920's, 1930's, and 1940's in places as far distant as Rutland,
Vermont, Johnson City, New York, Rockford, Illinois, and
Montevideo, Minnesota.

The Moores Park Pool has been used each season, with the exception
of 1980 when the structure was renovated, since 1923. On the
twenty-fifth anniversary of its dedication (September 1, 1948), the

Parks and Recreation Department estimated that the pool had an
average of 21,000 users each year.
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Grainger, E. Helen. Pictorial Lansing: Great City on the Grand. Lansing, Michigan:
Wellman Press Inc., 1976

"Park Pool is 25 Years 0ld Today," State Journal, (Lansing), (September 1, 1948).
"Pen Portrait," State Journal , (Lansing), (July 13, 1958)

Chapman Bros. Portrait and Biographical Album of Ingham and Livingston
Counties, Michigan,  Chicago: 1891 pp. 801-802 on J.H. Moores
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7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
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=) fair D unexposed
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] summary paragraph
] completeness

[ clarity
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[] boundary selection
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Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[ summary paragraph

] completeness

[ clarity

(] applicable criteria
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(] relating significance to the resource
] context
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[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
(] Maps

] Photographs
[ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed A Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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. Moores Memorial

2700 Moores River Drive

Lansing, Ingham County

Michigan
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