
 

MHPN Fall Benefit Trivia 

Architecture and Its Parts 
 

1. For over a decade, MHPN has been proud to include mid-century 

architecture as part of its annual conference. While the conference didn’t 

take place in the building shown here, it was featured as part of the tours 

and special programming. Who designed the house shown?  

 

 

A. Alden Dow 

B. Balthazar Korab 

C. Frank Lloyd Wright 

D. Minoru Yamasaki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. What to call architectural features can be confusing, particularly when 

they have a number of names. What is another name for a bargeboard such 

as the one shown below?  

 

 

A. Fancy work 

B. Scroll-saw work 

C. Vergeboard 

D. Clapboard 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

3. This thin strip of wood covers the spaces between the two boards beneath 

it and creates an interesting, and popular, look. What is the name of the thin 

board?   

A. Trim board 

B. Top plate 

C. Rib board 

D. Batten 

4. What is the difference between a tower and a turret?  

A. A tower must include Sleeping Beauty but a turret does not.  

B. A turret extends from the wall of the building and does not reach 

the ground and a tower rises from the ground or foundation level of 

the building. 

C. A tower has a conical shaped roof while the turret always features 

crenellations. 

D. A turret is always smaller and rises higher on the wall than a tower.  

 



5. Famed Detroit architect, Albert Kahn, is well known for the hundreds of 

buildings he designed across the state, country, and globe. The house 

closest to him, his 1906 English Renaissance style house, has housed the 

headquarters of what non-profit organization? 

 

A. Urban League of Detroit and     

Southeast Michigan  

B. NAACP 

C. Detroit Hispanic Development 

Association 

D. Michigan United.  

   

 

 

6. Around the end of the nineteenth century the concrete block became one 

of the most favored materials for building foundations, and in some cases 

entire buildings. The blocks could be manufactured individually on-site using 

a form purchased from a mail-order company. The blocks came in a variety 

of patterns, except which one listed below?   

 

A. Rock-faced 

B. Rusticated 

C. Vermiculated 

D. Dentilated 

 

7. During the American Civil War, after taking measurements from 

thousands of recruits, the military discovered patterns for combined chest, 

waist and leg measurements could be established eliminating the need for 

custom-made clothing. Another military invention was what building form?  

 

A. The Outhouse 

B. The Mess Hall 

C. The Quonset Hut 

D. The Barracks   



8. The architect Elijah E. Meyers was originally from Pennsylvania but had a 

prolific career in Michigan and across the country, including the designing 

the building below.  What building is illustrated?  

 

A. City Hall, Bay City, Michigan 

B. Knox County Courthouse, 

Galesburg, Illinois 

C. Colorado State Capitol, Denver, 

Colorado 

D. Michigan State Capitol, Lansing,  

Michigan 

 

 

 

9. Marshall, Michigan, in Calhoun County, has a large historic district that 

includes a number of distinctive residences. Included in these is an Italianate 

building that was constructed to pay tribute to the country where the original 

owner served as a U.S. Council from 1857-1859. Is the house known as the 

 

A. Wikiki Residence 

B. Honolulu House 

C. Hilo House 

D. Hana House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10. Historic preservation can return amazing buildings into active use in a 

community. Most are familiar with the success of the Grand Traverse 

Commons in the once abandoned Traverse City State Hospital. In 2017 

another long-abandoned building in Marquette completed restoration into 

affordable housing units. The Grandview Marquette was constructed in 1915 

as what kind of facility?  

 

A. Orphanage 

B. Hotel 

C. Hospital 

D. University dormitory 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonus Question 
 

Have you been to the MHPN Auction yet tonight? Please don’t forget that 
your bids help support MHPN and our activities.  

 
A. I’ve bid, but will go back again when I’m done here 

B. Gosh, thanks for reminding me! 
C. I’m watching an item now and need check how I am doing. 

D. All of the above. 

 
  *A, B, C, D – all are right! 

 
 

 

 

 


