A Request from our President
This holiday season, I'm reflecting on the places and things that have brought me joy
during an otherwise tumultuous year. What tops the list for me is a renewed
appreciation for my neighborhood, the Hubbard Farms Historic District in Detroit. It's
a late 19th- and early 20th-century neighborhood in Southwest Detroit with an eclectic
mix of single- and multi-family homes, all shaded by a dense old tree canopy. We are
nestled at the foot of the Ambassador bridge between a vibrant commercial corridor,
the beautiful historic Clark Park, and the Detroit River. Our neighbors are as diverse as
our buildings and together we've gathered for weekly neighborhood porch concerts,
shared the bounty of our community gardens, and marveled in the aged beauty of this
community. All things considered, it's been an ideal place to be this year.
Living here makes me all the more appreciative of the work MHPN does every day to
make sure neighborhoods like mine retain the qualities that make them so precious,
while also being responsive to residents coming and going, economies changing, and
development occurring.
As you know, this year has been unpredictable for nonprofits like ours, but we swiftly
transitioned all of our programming and outreach to connect with historic building
owners and tradespeople directly at home. Our webinars and trainings make working
with historic property accessible to more people than ever. This year, we've also
advocated for the reinstatement of a historic tax credit, which will create jobs for our
historic tradespeople and make it easier for me and my neighbors to maintain our
historic residential and commercial buildings.
I hope you will consider making a gift to support our evolving programs in
2021. MHPN helps steward the places in Michigan that I care most about,
including my own neighborhood, and your support will help make our work
possible.
With your help, we can continue our free virtual programming in 2021 without missing
a beat. Please consider making a gift today to sustain our work. Your donation is
matched by a generous $25,000 grant from the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural
Affairs. We've already raised $6,700 towards our goal!
Help us meet our goal by donating by December 31 at
www.mhpn.org/product/donate.
With gratitude,

Denise McGeen
President, MHPN Board of Directors

SB 54 Passes the
House 81-24!
SB 54, the bill to reinstate
the Michigan Historic Tax
Credit, passed in the House
this afternoon 81-24 after
passing the Senate 32-5
last week! Thank you to
everyone who has attended
one of our advocacy days,
reached out to their
legislator, or donated to
our advocacy efforts. Your voices made it known that investing in our built
environment and our local economies is important to Michiganders.
What does this mean? What's next? Keep an eye on our social media for educational
events in 2021 to answer those questions. But for now, take a moment to celebrate this
victory.
Learn more about the Michigan Historic Tax Credit, and MHPN's advocacy efforts here.

Ordering Some Last Minute Gifts?
Don't Forget to Designate MHPN to
Receive Donations Through IGive
and Amazon Smile!

Friends of Moores Park Pool, Preservation Lansing Work
to Bring Summer Fun Back to the Moores Park Pool
The Friends of the Moores Park Pool and Preservation Lansing kicked off their
fundraising efforts mid-November to fund the first step towards the future of the
Moores Park Pool. With a matching gift of $15,000, the groups are raising the
remaining $15,000 to fund an architectural assessment to understand what work is
needed to keep this historic pool operating as a community space for another 100
years.
Learn more about their efforts and where to donate here. Read an opinion about the
importatnce of preserving the pool here and a 2018 article about its history here.

Nominate a Project, Organization, or Local Preservation
Leader for a MHPN 2021 Preservation Award!
Have your recently finished restoring a building and want to brag about it?
Is there an institution or group who deserves to be recognized for their preservation
efforts?
Do you know someone who has gone above and beyond to promote preservation?
Then consider nominating them for a Michigan Historic Preservation Network Award!
Nomination Deadline: Wednesday, February 10, 2021
More information and the nomination application are here.
Awards Ceremony: To be held virtually in conjunction with the Annual Conference,
Thursday, May 13

Durand Union Station and the
Durand Community - 2020
Community Award Winner

Shinola Hotel - 2020
Building Award Winner

The Partnership for the Arts and
Humanities - 2020
Government/Institution Award
Winner

Don't forget to Renew
your Membership!
The end of 2020 is rapidly
approaching! Is your membership
due for renewal? Renewing your
membership is quick and easy on our
website. Continue your support of
MHPN by renewing your membership
today!
Our staff thanks you for helping us
fulfill our mission through
membership. (And we think
memberships make a great gift!)

MHPN Staff in Front of the State Capitol in 2019

Preservation In the News
"'Michigan's Pompeii': How the Small Town of Singapore was Forgotten Beneath the
Sand" Patrick M. O'Connell, Chicago Tribune, December 13, 2020, Yahoo!News
"10 Architectural Gems Detroit Can't Afford to Lose" Michael H. Hodges, November 12,
2020, Detroit News (This pdf article is shared with permission from the Detroit News.
For unlimited access to this and other articles, subscribe to the Detroit News at
https://cm.detroitnews.com/specialoffer/.)
"Prehistoric Human Remains Found Along Shoreline at Sleeping Bear Dunes" Emily
Bingham, December 15, 2020, Mlive
"Author-Adventurer's Castle in Unlikely Place: Owosso" Claire Moore, December 11,
2020, Capital News Service
"SMB&T Announces Plans to Rehab Gillespie Building" Jim Measel, December 7, 2020,
WTVB
"Lakewood Farm Added to National Register of Historic Sites" Sentinel Staff, December
5, 2020, Monroe News
"City of Marquette Awarded Grant to Interpret Anishinaabe History and Heritage"
Donny Ede, December 4, 2020, ABC 10 News
"The CP Edit: Save the Pool" Kyle Kaminski, December 3, 2020, Lansing City Pulse

Upcoming Grant Deadlines
December 28, 2020: Agriculture Preservation Fund
*EXTENDED* January 12, 2021: Historic Preservation Fund - African American Civil
Rights - History Grants
*EXTENDED* January 12, 2021: Historic Preservation Fund - African American Civil
Rights - Preservation Grants
*EXTENDED* January 12, 2021: Historic Preservation Fund - History of Equal Rights Preservation Grants
January 14, 2021: Preservation Assistance Grants for Smaller Institutions
February 1, 2021: Michigan Preservation Fund through the National Trust for Historic
Preservation (Link to our webinar recording discussing application process here)

Preservation Calendar
MHPN Advocay Day
Michigan Historic Preservation Network
Virtual
March 3, 2021
Virtual Federal Preservation Advocacy Week
Preservation Action
Virtual
March 8-11, 2021
MHPN Annual Statewide Preservation Conference
Michigan Historic Preservation Network
Virtual
May 13-15, 2021
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