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A Note from the Outgoing Board President:
This is a bittersweet letter to write, as it signals the end of my term as President of

MHPN's Board of Directors and serves as a welcoming to the organization's new

President, David Jackson. I have held this role for four eventful years, during which

MHPN experienced some of its most dynamic changes. Executive Director Nancy

Finegood retired, and we welcomed Mark Rodman as our first new Executive Director in

17 years. In those four years, we also fought tirelessly for the reinstatement of

Michigan's State Historic Tax Credit, joining many of you in investing countless hours

and immeasurable energy into our advocacy. Last year, amidst the turmoil of the

pandemic, we were successful in bringing this important preservation tool back for

Michigan communities. We recently wrapped up our second successful virtual

conference and continue to navigate programming, fundraising, and advocacy amidst

an ongoing public health crisis. Of course, throughout these transitions, we have also

continued to support historic property owners and communities, provided loans to help

projects get off the ground, launched new education and trades training programs, and

so much more.

I credit MHPN's accomplishments to our incredible staff, whom I've been so grateful to

work with and have learned so much from. Their talent, hard work, and ingenuity has

inspired us all. Likewise, it's been a tremendous honor to serve with my fellow board

members and officers – navigating difficult and precedent setting decisions for our

organization and providing strategic guidance to our staff to ensure we continue to

keep the preservation of historic places in all of Michigan's communities front and

center in our work.

With the recent announcement that Executive Director Mark Rodman will be Michigan’s

next State Historic Preservation Officer, MHPN is embarking on its next leadership

transition. I'm excited to welcome David Jackson to the President's chair at MHPN,

where I'm confident he, along with the rest of our board, will guide this transition

smoothly and will continue to shepherd the organization as it grows and evolves.

And a Welcome Note
from Incoming Board
President!
I am honored to be able to take on this role

from Denise, who has been a great example of

leadership for me these past couple years. I

appreciate the trust placed in me, but would

not have accepted the position if I didn’t

believe in the amazing staff, board members,

and supporters of the organization. This last

year has been strange in so many ways, but

the MHPN has carried on with the tireless work of so many of you. The resulting body

of work is something to be proud of. The reinstatement of Michigan’s State Historic Tax

Credit was a hard earned victory, and I am excited for the coming implementation and

inevitable success stories that will come from it.

I look forward to the challenges and opportunities that await us in the year ahead. Our

first task is to find a new Executive Director, and I am confident we will find a talented

and qualified individual to lead the organization in the years to come.

A Last Note from the
Executive Director 

As this newsletter hits your inbox, I am

finishing my last day as Executive Director

of MHPN. While I had visited Michigan a

couple of times before joining the staff, I

knew only a little about the state. After two

years at MHPN, I’ve learned a great deal

about the state’s history and its historic

places even with a pandemic limiting the

ability to visit the many communities in

which we work. I thank our staff, board, and you, our members, for providing such a

warm welcome and introducing me to so much. 

I’m very proud of all that was accomplished in these two years and impressed by all

that MHPN has done to advocate, educate, and preserve during its 40-year history. I

know the organization has 40 plus more good years to come.   

I look forward to working in partnership with MHPN in my new role; SHPO and MHPN

have been able to achieve many preservation goals working together and will certainly

do so in the future. 

Thanks to all of you for your support and friendship! 

MHPN Seeking Executive Director!
Are you or someone you know passionate about making historic preservation

accessible for all Michiganders?  Come join our team!  View the job description here. 

Applications due July 30, 2021.  

40 Years in Focus: The
Sweetwater Trail 

In 1992, the Michigan Historic Preservation Network

initiated a program to “increase public appreciation of

Michigan’s connection with the Lakes and enhance

visitor’s travel experiences along the lakeshore.” The

effort was christened the “Sweetwater Trail.” The

program worked with local organizations, governments,

citizens, and State agencies to identify and promote

coastal resources around the state. Overall, it was a

tourism marketing strategy, identifying unique made-

made and natural features. 

Local supporters identified lighthouses, ships, lifesaving stations and Coast Guard

Stations, harbor settlements and fishing villages, National Historic Landmarks and

National Register Listed sites, underwater preserves, museums, cultural landscapes,

cultural lore, and coastal outdoor recreation. A steering committee compiled

submissions into a cohesive list for travelers. Maps were produced, and local attractions

sported the Sweetwater Trail logo.   

While the program no longer exists, the information gathered and its success in building

interest in these locations continues to form the basis of cultural tourism in Michigan’s

lakeshore communities. The Sweetwater Trail is another of the many MHPN programs

that have initiated change and boosted appreciation of Michigan’s historic places during

the organization’s first 40 years.

MHPN's monthly webinars are free and open to everyone to register.  Miss the live

event?  Recordings available on our YouTube channel.  Check out the line up below and

register today!

July 29, 1 pm: Following the Path of Our Ancestors with the Ziibiwing Center of

Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways and Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Historic Preservation Office

August 12, 1 pm: Hot off the Press - Connecting Buildings and People Through

Preservation at the Detroit Free Press Building

September 30, 1 pm: Behind the Scenes of Raising Historic Fishtown 

Support the Preservation
Efforts of the Sarah E.
Ray House in Detroit 

Earlier this month, the National Trust for

Historic Preservation released its 2021

America's 11 Most Endangered Historic

Places list.  This annual list brings

attention to historic places across the

country facing immediate threat of loss. 

The Sarah E. Ray house in Detroit made this list, bringing much needed attention to

this site and the story of its owner.  Sarah Elizabeth Ray fought for the integration of

the Bob-Lo Island passenger ferry, the SS Columbia, and worked for civil rights causes

the rest of her life.  While her name and story were not widely known and her home in

Detroit fell into disrepair, her work was not forgotten.  Learn more about her story and

the Sarah Elizabeth Ray Project here.  The Sarah Elizabeth Ray Project website offers a

virtual tour of the home and provides options to support the group's work.

Want to do more?  Sign the National Trust petition today to encourage local decision

makers to ensure the future of this property.

NPS Guidelines on Flood Adaptation for
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings Available 

The National Park Service made available a digital format of the 2019 Secretary for the

Interior Standards for Rehabilitation & Guidelines on Flood Adaptation for

Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.  This past weekend's flooding in Southeast Michigan

caused by intense rain and infrastructure failure demonstrates the urgency of preparing

our built environment for climate resiliency.  Check out the pdf document here, and

download a copy for your digital library!

Michigan Historic Tax Credit Draft Program
Rules Open for Public Comment

The draft program rules for Public Act 343 of 2020 - the new Michigan Historic Tax

Credit - are now available for public review and comment.  We encourage individuals

and organizations to look through the draft rules and provide feedback on clarity, ease

of use, and questions that remain unanswered.  Read through the draft rules here. 

For more information on this process, visit the SHPO webpage.  

Comments must be received not later than 5:00 pm EST, Friday, July 30, 2021.

Preservation In the News
"Preserving Black Historical Resorts is a Radical Act" Michelle Jackson & Ruth Terry,

June 24, 2021, Yes! Magazine

"Unknown Stories: Sailing into Civil Rights History" Pete Gallivan, June 29, 2021,

WGRZ 

"Couple Converts Wyandotte Fire House into Dream Home, Preserving History"

Veronica Meadows and Fox 2 Staff, May 24, 2021, Fox 2

"Preserving some of Scio Township's Historical and Agricultural Past" Lonnie Huhman,

June 23, 2021, The Sun Times News  

"Real Estate Investor eyes Restoration of Former Four Star Theater Building" Cory

Morse, June 8, 2021, Mlive

"More than 1 Million Artifacts have been Recovered at Fort Michilimackinac" Emma

Stein, June 24, 2021, Detroit Free Press

Upcoming Grant and Award Deadlines 
October 1, 2021: Michigan Preservation Fund through the National Trust for Historic

Preservation

*Reminder! CLG grants for 2021 open on July 1, 2021.  Check out this

webpage starting tomorrow for application materials.

Preservation Calendar

February-November, 2021: Section 106 Training Opportunities

Advisory Council for Historic Preservation  

July 29, 2021: WEBINAR - Following the Path of Our Ancestors with the Ziibiwing

Center of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways and Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Historic

Preservation Office

Michigan Historic Preservation Network

August 12, 2021: WEBINAR - Hot off the Press: Connecting Buildings and People

Through Preservation at the Detroit Free Press Building

Michigan Historic Preservation Network

September 30, 2021: WEBINAR - Behind the Scenes of Raising Historic Fishtown

Michigan Historic Preservation Network
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