
MHPN 2021 Preservation Awards 
 

The Michigan Historic Preservation Network annually presents awards 
to outstanding projects, people, and organizations that exemplify 

historic preservation in Michigan. In 2021 nine awards were presented 
in six categories.  

 
 

Lifetime Achievement Awards 
 
 
 

Sharon Ferraro, Kalamazoo. Sharon Ferraro was 
born to be a preservationist – quite literally, as she 
was born in a house that is now part of the Stuart Area 
Historic District in Kalamazoo. After earning her 
degree in historic preservation from Eastern Michigan 
University, Sharon conducted a reconnaissance-level 
survey of the entire city of Kalamazoo in 1999. This 
helped her land her dream job as preservation 
coordinator for the city. In her over 20 years working 
for Kalamazoo, she raised preservation from an 
interesting possibility to a necessary consideration as 
part of new plans for neighborhoods and the 
downtown. She co-founded the Old House Network, 
which has provided training old house owners 
throughout southwest Michigan since 2003. Sharon 
retired as preservation coordinator at the end of 2021. 
 

 
 
 

Pamela Hall O’Connor, Kalamazoo. Pam O’Connor’s 
preservation career began with the rehabilitation of a 
1920s Colonial Revival near downtown Kalamazoo that 
she and husband Terry opened as the Hall House Bed & 
Breakfast. She started her consulting practice in 1994 and 
helped prepare Kalamazoo’s very first preservation plan. 
She co-authored the award-winning book Kalamazoo Lost 
and Found, published in 2001. Pam served on multiple 
Kalamazoo City boards and commissions, including two 
terms on Kalamazoo’s Historic Preservation Commission. 
One of her proudest achievements is the O'Connor Fund 
for Historic Preservation at the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation, which provides permanent funding to 
Kalamazoo's Historic Preservation Commission. She 
served the MHPN as its President and chair of the Public 
Policy Committee. Pam retired in 2019, but her volunteer 
advocacy and planning work continues. 

  



Building Awards 
 

 
Birch Lodge Trout Lake, Trout Lake Township. 
Constructed in 1911 as a holistic health resort, Birch 
Lodge was later used as an outpost of the Michigan 
State Police. It was operated for over 50 years by the 
Badgley family as a resort hotel. By the 2010s, 
deferred maintenance and a long vacancy had 
caused deterioration of the hotel. Under two 
successive owners, the hotel was lovingly 
rehabilitated, including restoration of the exterior and 
the iconic Birch Bar, as well as rehabilitation and 
upgrading of the hotel rooms and building systems. 
The project also utilized historic preservation tax 
credits. 
 
 

 
Peabody Block, Albion. Built in 1852, the Peabody 
Block is the oldest brick building in Albion and has 
housed many downtown businesses in its long 
history. When the building changed hands in 2016, 
the first floor had been vacant for two years, and the 
upper floors for over forty. Guided by historic 
photographs, the exterior was carefully restored 
including removal of non-historic siding and 
reconstruction of the first floor commercial entry. To 
honor a historic business in the building the owners 
founded their own bakery, the Foundry Bakehouse 
and Deli. The upper floors were adapted for use as 
apartments to return housing to the downtown area. 
The project also utilized historic preservation tax 
credits. 
 
 
 

Record Box Building, Battle Creek. Built in 1902 for 
the Record Printing and Box Company, this building 
has housed many industrial uses over the years. By 
the 2010s, the building had deteriorated due to 
vacancy, lack of climate control, and non-historic 
modifications. The young owners executed a careful 
restoration of the brick exterior, including historic 
painted advertisements. The rehabilitated interior now 
houses different uses on each floor, including a 
brewery, collaborative office space, and multipurpose 
event spaces. The completed project provides needed 
office and event space for the community and added 
fifty jobs to the local economy. The project also utilized 
historic preservation tax credits. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Citizen Award 

 
Kenson J. Siver was honored for his 
preservation work in Southfield, including 
championing the city’s legacy of Mid-
Century Modern design. Ken, Mayor of 
Southfield since 2015, has lived and 
worked in the city since 1967, including a 
long career as a teacher and eventually 
Deputy Superintendent of Schools. Active 
in the Southfield Historical Society since 
the 1980s, Ken has written three local 
histories. In 2013, he began leading tours 
of Southfield’s Mid-Century Modern 
architecture and organized tours of the city 
for Docomomo US’s National Symposium 
in 2016. Ken secured a grant from the 
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office 
to nominate two Mid-Century Modern 
residential neighborhoods to the National Register of Historic Places. He has also worked to preserve 
Northland Center, Minoru Yamasaki’s Reynold Metals Building, and many other city landmarks. Ken’s 
background as an educator, work as a historian, and experience as Southfield’s mayor make him particularly 
skilled in expressing the importance of preserving the city’s cultural and historic legacy and making Southfield 
a unique place to live and work. 
 

 
Community Award 

 
 
The Detroit Civil Rights Project Committee, 
City of Detroit Historic Designation 
Advisory Board, Michigan State Historic 
Preservation Office, and Quinn Evans were 
honored for the 20th Century African 
American Civil Rights in Detroit Project. 
Funded by a National Park Service grant, the 
project was initiated by the Michigan State 
Historic Preservation Office and led at the 
local level by SHPO’s partner, the City of 
Detroit Historic Designation Advisory Board. 
The project was guided by the Civil Rights 
Project Committee, a group of local historians, 
and research and survey was carried out by 
contractor Quinn Evans. The project resulted 
in a historic context for the Black Civil Rights 
movement in twentieth century Detroit, 

reconnaissance and intensive level survey forms, National Register of Historic Places nomination for five sites 
(Birwood Wall, Rosa and Raymond Parks Flat, New Bethel Baptist Church, Shrine of the Black Madonna, 
WGPR-TV), and a bike tour of selected sites. The project was instrumental in highlighting Detroit’s 
contributions to the Civil Rights struggle nationwide as well as the ongoing impact of racism and disinvestment 
that makes many civil rights sites particularly vulnerable to demolition. 
 



 
 

Cultural Landscape Award 
 
Minong Copper Mining District National 
Historic Landmark, Isle Royale. The Minong 
Copper Mining District showcases the intimate 
connection between North America’s most 
significant precontact and historic copper 
mining activities. The Lake Superior basin was 
among the earliest examples of human metals 
exploitation in the world, and Lake Superior 
copper mined at Minong was traded widely 
across eastern North America prior to 
Euroamerican contact. In the nineteenth 
century, American miners used the precontact 
mining remains as a guide in establishing a 
copper mining industry that was globally 
significant for over a century. The 
archaeological surveys performed as part of 
the National Historic Landmark evaluation 
process resulted in baseline data critical to 

understanding the true site boundaries as well as district composition, and informs current as well as future 
preservation planning efforts for the district, including dialogue with regional tribal partners. 
 
 

 
Tax Credit Award 

 
The David Stott Building, Detroit. Opened in 1929, 
the David Stott Building is one of Detroit’s iconic Art 
Deco skyscrapers, designed by the Detroit-based 
firm of Donaldson and Meier. The building fell 
vacant in the 1980s until new owners planned the 
adaptive use of the building from offices to 
apartments, supported by federal historic 
preservation tax credits. The exterior work restored 
over 60,000 bricks as well as extensive areas of 
terracotta, and replicated over 1,000 historic 
windows. The compact floor plate with a historic 
core required offsetting plumbing chases and 
adjusting unit floor plans, but also ensured plentiful 
daylight in the interior. The top floor of the building 
was earmarked for community space for building 
tenants, rather than private penthouse apartments.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Memorium 
 
The Michigan Historic Preservation Network also recognizes members of the state’s preservation 
community who passed away since the 2020 awards ceremony: 
 

 
 
 
 
Susan Kay Collins, 
Marshall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Fitzpatrick,  
Ann Arbor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Graf, 
Lansing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Andrew Nazzaro,  
Ann Arbor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles Martinez, 
Oakland County 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Jones, Ann Arbor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nellie Longsworth,  
Rockville, Maryland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Freeman Greer, Flint 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gregory C. Piazza, Fitchburg, WI 
(formerly Detroit) 
 
 
 
 
 
Karen Hudson Samuels, Detroit 
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